Cholera in Mexico {#cesec10}
=================

On Nov 25, the Ministry of Health in Mexico [reported](http://www.who.int/csr/don/2013_11_25/en/index.html){#interrefs10} an additional four cases of cholera infection, bringing the total number of confirmed cases in the country to 184. The current outbreak began in September, and is the first local transmission of cholera recorded in Mexico since 2001. Local health authorities are working to ensure access to drinking water and basic sanitation at the community level. Awareness campaigns focusing on safe water and food consumption are being carried out in Spanish and indigenous languages. The genetic profile of the bacteria obtained from patients in Mexico presents high similarity (95%) with the strain that is currently circulating in three Caribbean countries (Haiti, Dominican Republic, and Cuba), and is different from the strain that had been circulating in Mexico during the previous outbreak.

MERS-CoV in UAE {#cesec20}
===============

On Dec 2, WHO [confirmed](http://www.who.int/csr/don/2013_12_02/en/index.html){#interrefs20} an additional three laboratory-confirmed cases of Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) in the United Arab Emirates. All three cases belong to a family in Abu Dhabi, and both the mother and father are in a critical condition in hospital. Their son is being kept in hospital isolation. WHO has reported a total of 163 laboratory-confirmed cases of infection with MERS-CoV, including 70 deaths.

Yellow fever In Sudan {#cesec30}
=====================

Between Oct 3 and Nov 24, 44 laboratory-confirmed cases of yellow fever were [reported](http://www.who.int/csr/don/2012_12_03/en/index.htmls){#interrefs30} in Sudan, including 14 deaths. 12 localities in the Sudanese regions of West and South Kordofan, which lie on the border with South Sudan, are known to be affected by the current outbreak, and surveillance is ongoing in an attempt to limit the spread of the disease into neighbouring regions.

H7N9 in Hong Kong {#cesec40}
=================

Hong Kong has been placed on high alert after confirmation of the first case of avian influenza A H7N9 in the region. The patient had travelled from Indonesia, and is currently in a critical condition, according to [officials](http://www.who.int/csr/don/2013_11_06/en/index.html){#interrefs40}. 139 laboratory-confirmed cases of H7N9 have been reported in mainland China and Taiwan, including 45 deaths, but the current case indicates that the virus might be spreading beyond these areas. Hong Kong has now suspended the import of live chickens from some farms across the border with the mainland.
